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THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WHEATLEY HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

 

HELD ON MONDAY 11 JUNE 2018 
 

 
Present:  Councillor J Miller (Chair) 

 Councillors Mrs E Carr, B Miller, Mrs L Stewart and Mrs C Stogdale 

 

             Apologies:  Councillors E Goyns and Mrs M Goyns 

 

          Also Present:  County Councillor J Grant  

 

                       

1 THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING held on 14 May 2018 together with those of the 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF ELECTORS held on 14 May 2018, copies of which had been 

circulated to each Member, were approved and signed by the Chair. 

 

2 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 

 The Chair welcomed residents from Weardale Park who were present at the meeting to 

discuss various issues related to land to the rear of Weardale Park with County Councillor 

J Grant. 

 

 Residents raised numerous concerns and questions related to the land and following a 

lengthy discussion it was agreed that due to the complexity of the issues Councillor Grant 

would discuss the issues with Durham County Council and respond to residents directly. 

 

 RESOLVED that the information given, be noted.  

  

3 CO-OPTION  

 

 The Chair welcomed Mrs L White who was interested in being co-opted onto the Parish 

Council. 

 

 The Chair gave a brief outline of the work undertaken by the Parish Council and the role 

of a Parish Councillor. 

 

 RESOLVED that Mrs L White be co-opted onto Wheatley Hill Parish Council. 

 

4 POLICE 

 

Members were advised that since the last meeting there had been 63 incidents which 

included 7 thefts, 3 burglaries, 1 vehicle crime, 1 report of criminal damage and 4 

reports of anti-social behaviour. Year to date crime overall was down 29% and anti-social 

behaviour was down 61%. 

 

  RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

5 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

 

County Councillor J Grant provided Members with an update on the following;- 

 

 Front Street – Durham County Council were in the process of obtaining the necessary 

permissions from landlords for the proposed works. 

 Medical Centre – Issues related to parking at the centre and the overflow car park at 

St Godric’s. 

 Relocation of County Hall to Durham city centre. 

 

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 
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6 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

(1) Requests for Financial Assistance 

 

 (i) Alice House Hospice 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a request for financial assistance from Alice 

House Hospice. 

 

RESOLVED that no donation be made. 

 

 (ii) East Durham Community Transport Ltd 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a request for financial assistance from East 

Durham Community Transport Ltd. 

 

RESOLVED that no donation be made. 

 

 (2) Letter of Thanks 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter of thanks from Wheatley Hill 

Constitutional Club 

 

  RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 
(3) The Last Shift 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of correspondence from The Last Shift committee 

seeking approval to purchase and install two seats opposite The Last Shift statue 

located in the Cemetery. Members were advised that all costs would be covered by 

The Last Shift. 

 

The committee were also seeking approval to bury 2 time-capsules and suggested 

3 locations for Members consideration. It was proposed that the time-capsules 

would be buried for 50 years and opened on the 100th anniversary of the closure of 

the pit - 3 May 2068. A notice to this effect would be erected in the Heritage Centre. 

 

 Following discussion it was RESOLVED that approval be granted for;- 

 

(i) the installation of 1 seat to be located on the grass opposite The Last Shift 

statue 

 

(ii) the time-capsules to be buried behind the information board to the side of the 

statue and a notice related to their opening be held securely for future 

reference.  

 

(4) Wingate Lane Post Office 

 

The Clerk reported that post office services would be restored at Wingate Lane Post 

Office on 22 June 2018.    

  

 RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

(5) Speed Limit – C65 Wingate Lane  

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of correspondence from Durham County Council 

advising of their intention to make an Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 

1984 to introduce a 60mph speed limit on the C65 Wingate Lane for 32m east of 

its junction with Marley Fields and west for 160m. 
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 RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

(6) Shotton Colts Football Club 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a request from Shotton Colts Football Club to use 

the Parish Councils small football pitch for the 2018/2019 football season. 

 

RESOLVED that approval be granted for Shotton Colts Football Club to use the 

small football pitch for the 2018/2019 season. 

 

(7) East Durham Association of Parish and Town Councils 

 

The Clerk reported that the next meeting of the East Durham Association of Parish 

and Town Councils would be held on 12 June 2018. 

 

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

 (8) Wheatley Hill Steering Group  

 

The Clerk reported that the next meeting of the Steering Group would be held on 28 

June 2018.    

 

 RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

7 PLANNING  

  

APPLICATION 

 

DM/18/01544/FPA – Single storey extension to front and rear of Moor Cottage, Black 

Lane, Wheatley Hill, Durham DH6 3PJ for Mr and Mrs Jackson. 

 

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

8 HEAD GROUNDPERSONS REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that routine work had been undertaken in the Cemetery and around 

the village since the last meeting, details of which were outlined to Members. 

 

 RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 
9 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

(1) Allotments/Stable Blocks 

 

(i) Waiting List 

 

The Clerk provided Members with details of the current waiting list. 

 

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

   (ii) Allotment Number 14 

 

 The Clerk reported that Durham County Council had provided the following 

quotation; 

 

 removal of the fly tipped rubbish, including asbestos - £5,900 

 supply and installation of 3 boulders at the entrance of the track - £310.26  

 supply and erection of 50m of 5ft fencing with 2 gates - £2,900 
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Members were advised that the price quoted would not change if more asbestos 

was found on the plot. 

 

 RESOLVED that the quotation for the removal of the fly tipped rubbish and the 

supply and installation of 3 boulders be accepted. 

 

(iii) Request for an allotment 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a request from the tenant of stable block 21 to 

take over the tenancy of allotment 13.  

 

RESOLVED that the situation be reviewed after the fly tipped rubbish was removed.  

 

  (2) Annual Insurance Premium – 2018/2019  

 

The Clerk reported that the annual insurance premium for 2018/2019 had been 

received from Zurich Insurance in the sum of £6,240.86. The previous year’s 

premium was £6,412.98. 

 

Members were advised that Zurich were offering a 3 year agreement at a reduced 

premium of £5,585.26 for the 3 years. 

 

RESOLVED that the 3 year agreement in the sum of £5,585.26 be accepted. 

 

  (3) Wheatley Hill Medical Centre 

 

The Clerk reported that following an inspection of the Phoenix Medical Group by 

the Care Quality Commission (CQC) the practice had been rated as inadequate, 

details of which were outlined to Members.  

 

The practice provided services to approximately 7,500 patients from Thornley, 

Wheatley Hill and Kelloe and all three locations were visited as part of the 

inspection. 

 

Members were advised that the CQC had carried out an announced inspection of 

the Phoenix Medical Group on 8 March 2018. The inspection was to confirm that 

the practice had carried out their plan to meet the legal requirements in relation to 

the breaches in regulations identified in a previous inspection in February 2016. 

 

The services at the practice had been placed in special measures and would be 

inspected again in 6 months. If insufficient improvements had been made such 

that there remained a rating of inadequate action would be taken in line with the 

CQC’s enforcement procedures to begin the process to prevent the provider from 

operating the service. This would lead to their registration being cancelled or 

varying the terms of their registration within six months if they did not improve.  

 

RESOLVED that the information given, be noted. 

 

 10 PAYMENTS  

 

 

CHQ NO PAYMENT TO DETAIL COST VAT TOTAL

105451 J Dent Skip Hire 220.00 44.00 264.00

105452 Jac's Accountancy Limited P11D Payroll Service 5.00 1.00 6.00

105453 Horns Garden Centre Hanging Baskets/Supplies 216.50 43.21 259.71

105454 MKM Building Supplies Cement 6.44 1.29 7.73
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RESOLVED that the payments listed be endorsed. 

 
11 RISK MANAGEMENT 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 (1) Rats 

 

Councillor Carr reported rats in the vicinity of Dodds Close, Patton Walk, Greenwood 

Close and Watson Close. 

 

RESOLVED that the matter be reported to Durham County Council. 

 

 (2) Parking - Johnson Estate 

 

Councillor J Miller reported problems associated with cars parking either side of the 

junction at Johnson Estate and obstructing the visibility of vehicles leaving the estate. 

 

RESOLVED that the matter be reported to the Police.  

 

 (3) Pot Holes 

 

 Members reported pot holes in the road at Shakespeare Street, outside number 6 and 7 

Gable Terrace and the path to the front of the Co-op store. 

 

RESOLVED that the matter be reported to Durham County Council. 

105455 Durham County Council Machine Repairs 959.93 191.99 1,151.92

105456 HMRC P11D Payment 255.99 255.99

105457 J Miller Telephone Allowance 25.00 25.00

105458 J Thompson Telephone Allowance 25.00 25.00

105459 J Thompson Reimbursements 49.13 5.05 54.18

105460 J Davies Reimbursements 376.48 65.36 441.84

105461 JAC's Accountancy Limited Payroll Services - June 2018  14.00 2.80 16.80

Internet AA Landscapes Removal of Rubbish from Allotments 5500.00 5500.00

Banking

105462 Playsafety Limited Football Pitch Inspection 66.50 13.30 79.80

105463 CLR Law Employment Advice 180.00 36.00 216.00

Internet Payroll Wages - June 2018 4278.73 4278.73

Banking

Internet HMRC/DCC PAYE/Pension - June 2018 2685.34 2685.34

Banking

 

Direct British Telecom Telephone/Internet 45.27 9.05 54.32

Debit

Invoice 13 Co-Op Bank Service and Commission Charges 10.45 10.45

TOTAL 14,919.76 413.05 15,332.81
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13 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 

RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item 

of business on the grounds that personal and confidential information would be 

disclosed. 

 

14 STAFFING ISSUES 

 

  The Clerk provided Members with an update on staffing issues. 

 

  RESOLVED that the information given, be noted.  

 

 

 

 

 

.......................................................................  Signed 

 

 

......................................................  Dated 


